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ACTION ITF-05 

INFO OCT-01 EA-06 ISO-OO 10-10 SR-02 ORM-01 VO-03 SCA-01 

AID-05 IGA-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO NSAE-00 NSCE-00 SSO-OO 

USIE-00 INRE-00 PM-03 H-02 INR-07 L-02 NSC-05 PA-01 

PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 INSE-00 ( ISO ) W 

035343 

O P 060934Z MAY 75 
FM AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9790 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK PRIORITY 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MANILA PRIORITY 
USUN NEW YORK PRIORITY 546 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE PRIORITY 
CINCPAC 

CONFIDENTIAL KUALA LUMPUR 2461 

NOFORN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF, MY, VS 

SUB J : MALAYSIAN GOVERNMENT REQUESTS ASSISTANCE FROM US REGARDING 
492 REFUGEES 

1. MFA UNDERSECRETARY YUSOF HITAM CALLED IN EMBOFF AFTERNOON 

OF MAY 6 TO CONVEY OFFICIAL REQUEST OF GOM FOR ASSISTANCE IN REMOVING 

492 INDOCHINESE REFUGEES CURRENTLY BEING HELD PULAU PERHENTIAN 

OFF THE EAST COAST OF THE MALAYA PERNINSULA. YUSOF STATED THAT 

THESE REFUGEES, ONE CAMBODIAN AND THE REST VIETNAMESE, HAD ARRIVED 

IN SMALL CRAFT UNABLE TO MAKE ANY PROLONGED OCEAN VOYAGE. THE REFUGEE 

S 

ARE BEING GUARDED BY A POLICE FIELD FORCE PLATOON AND ARE RECEIVING 
ASSISTANCE FROM TRENGGANU STATE SECURITY COMMITTEE WHICH HAS 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THEIR WELFARE. ACCORDING TO YUSOF, MOST 
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HAVE EXPRESSED A DESIRE TO GO TO NEAREST UNITED STATES BASE. SINCE 
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THE GOM HAS DETERMINED THAT IT IS UNABLE TO ACCEPT THESE 
REFUGEES IN MALAYSIA, YUSOF SAID, IT WAS ASKING THAT THE 
USG MAKE ARRANGEMENTS TO MOVE THEM ELSEWHERE. PER GUIDANCE 
RECEIVED, EMBOFF URGED THAT THE PLIGHT OF THESE 
REFUGEES BE REFERRED TO INTERNATIONAL BODIES SUCH AS 
UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES. YUSOF 
REPLIED THAT THIS HAD BEEN CONSIDERED BY THE GOM BUT HAD 
BEEN REJECTED BECAUSE OF STRONG INTERNAL POLITICAL PRESSURES 
AGAINST GIVING MORE THAN PASSING ASSISTANCE. 

2. ACCORDING TO ASSOCIATED PRESS CORRESPONDENT HERE, AT 
ABOUT SAME TIME HOME AFFAIRS MINISTER GHAZALI SHAFIE 
ANNOUNCED THAT USG HAD BEEN ASKED TO COME "AND TAKE AWAY" 
413 VIETNAMESE REFUGEES. WE PRESUME FIGURE GIVEN US BY 
YUSOF IS CORRECT ONE. 

3. REQUEST GUIDANCE. 

UNDERHILL 
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